North Valley/
Galena

Location and Context

The scenic North Valley/Galenasubarea encompasses
over a quarter million acres of land in the northern

Big Wood River drainage. The vast majority of this

forested alpine land is managed by the US Forest
Service, and includes the Boulder and Smoky
Mountain Ranges. Onlya fraction of a percent of the

land area is developed. Open space, tourism and
recreation are highly prized in this portion of Blaine

County. North Valley/Galenais home to the Sawtooth

NRA Headquarters, the iconic Galena Lodge, and the

(now closed) historic North Fork Store.

The name 0Gal amamalgamef sdvers
lead and zinc, found in the mines of the Boulder
Mountains. In 1879, prospectors established Galena
as a town. With a peak population of about 800
residents, it was the largest community in the Wood
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River Valley atthe time. By the 1890s Galena was a
ghost town. The rich mining history throughout the
subarea created a legacy road network that now
provides popular trail access.

The three primary travel corridors generally follow
important waterways:

i State Highway 75 Scenic Bywaywhich crosses the
Big Wood River multiple times and passes its
headwaters. The subarea extends north to Galena
Summit. This travel corridor is the primary spine
connecting Blaine County to the north.

I West Warm Springs Road along Warm Springs
Creek one of the primary tributaries of the Big
Wood River to the west. The subarea extendsto
Dollarhide Summit and the boundary of Camas
County.

1 Trail Creek Road along Trail Creek, another main
Big Wood tributary to the east. Trail Creek road is
considered one of the most spectacular travel
corridors in the County. The subarea extendseast

%to Trail Creek Summit and the boundary with
Custer County.
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There are approximately 500 privately held parcels,

Ownership/Management comprising 2,565 acres.Nearly half of this private land

Approximately 99% of the land in this subarea is is within 24 mining claims (1,175 acres) Most of the
federally managed. Of the 251,863 acres that are private developed parcels are between Ketchum and
under the jurisdiction of the US Forest Service the Sawtooth NRA Headquarters, with some found
(USFS),61,954 acres are within the @wtooth along Warm Springs Road. There are no privately held
National Recreation Area (NRA). There are26,100 parcels along Trail Creek Roadwithin this subarea.

acres within the Hemingway-Boulders Wilderness,
of which 19,811 acres are within the Swtooth
NRA and 6,289 acres are outside the NRA in the

Ketchum Ranger District. The Bureau of Land Land Ownership /

Management (BLM) manages 2,000 acres.

Management
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